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 God saw she was getting tired

 And a cure was not to be

 So He put His arms around her

 And whispered, “Come to Me.” 

With tearful eyes we watched her suffer

 And saw her fade away. 

Although we loved her dearly,

 We could not make her stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating, 

Hard working hands are at rest. 

God broke our hearts to prove to us

 He only takes the best.
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barbara elaine marlin, the second of four children of Cicely Betton-Johnson and 
Charles Zaccheus Johnson was born in Jamaica, West Indies on September 28,1930. 
As a teenager, she immigrated to United States, joining her mother and several other 
family members in Harlem, New York.

Barbara was a faithful believer in the teachings of Christ and became a member of St. 
James Presbyterian Church shortly after arriving in Harlem. She dedicated herself to 
serving the church and the Harlem community.

In 1970 she was ordained an Elder of St James Presbyterian Church. She served 
on the Committee on Ministry at the NYC Presbytery where she was the liaison to 
several churches in the Presbytery. 

Over the years she held a number of positions on various committees. She represented 
St. James Church on the Harlem Initiative Together (HIT), a community organization 
whose focus was addressing issues affecting the Harlem community, such as forcing 
supermarkets to remove decaying fruits, vegetables, and expired food items from 
their shelves. 

She created or coordinated outreach programs to address some of her concerns for 
church members, particularly for the elderly. These included the Adopt a Senior 
Program where younger members were assigned to older members to provide 
assistance where needed; a health fair to create awareness and disseminate information 
on health and wellness, as well as a number of other programs to strengthen and 
serve the church community. 

Barbara was honored by the Presbyterian Women and by the Harlem Council of 
Churches for her dedicated service and outstanding contributions to the Presbyterian 
Church and the Harlem community.

During her early years, she worked at the New York Telephone Company for 
several years before becoming a registered nurse. She graduated from Brooklyn 
College where she received her Bachelors’ Degree in nursing. Barbara worked at 
Metropolitan Hospital in NYC for over 20 years until her retirement in 1995. She 
was a member of the American Nurses Association. Additionally, she attended the 
Fashion Institute of Technology where she studied Pattern Making. 

Ever the visionary and organizer, Barbara initiated and coordinated a family reunion 
in honor of Lewis and Ellen Betton, her maternal grandparents. She will always be 
remembered and credited for instituting what has become a tradition that brings 
together over 140 family members across six generations every three years.

On Friday, June 26, 2020 Barbara was called home. She is survived by her sister Beryl 
Small; nephews, Bernard (Dorothy); Merrick (Shirley); Ian (Jacqueline); Andrew 
(Nicole); nieces, Heidi (Sheldon); Hilary (Maro); several grandnieces, grandnephews 
and a host of other family and friends.


